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Autopsy cases of traffic accident deaths with head in-
juries who “talked and died”
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AUTOPSY CASES OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENT DEATHS WITH HEAD INJURIES WHO “TALKED AND DIED”
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Tadaaki SASAKI", Yutaka IMAI", Toshiaki NAGAI” and Shogo TOKUDOME?”
"Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Dokkyo University School of Medicine
“Department of Legal Medicine, Dokkyo University School of Medicine

We report two autopsy cases of traffic accident victims with head injuries who “talked and died”. Case 1: A 76-
year-old woman riding a bicycle had tumbled off and had her head hit against the road surface. Although she talked
and returned to her home by herself, subsequently she died 5 hours following the accident. At forensic autopsy the
cause of her death was diagnosed as acute subdural hematoma. Case 2: A 65-year-old woman riding a bicycle had
been involved in a collision with an automobile. She had been thrown from her bicycle and had her head hit against
the road surface. After 6 hours of lucid interval she lost her consciousness, and was transferred to the hospital. De-
spite the surgical treatment she died 13 hours after the accident. At forensic autopsy the causes of her death were
diagnosed as acute extradural hematoma, acute subdural hematoma and cerebral contusion.

Pedestrians and bicyclists often suffer great forces and acceleration with various body movements at the acci-
dents. However, aged patients have little subjective symptoms due to degenerative changes of the sensitivity with
the lower tolerance for mechanical and physiological load. Therefore some of the aged pedestrians and bicyclists
who have not consulted a medical doctor with the lack of subjective symptoms and external injuries die after the
accident.

To decrease the preventable death, detailed whole body examination is needed for the traffic accident victims
especially in aged pedestrians and bicyclists.
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