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Tchol
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A CASE OF PNEUMOCONIOSIS WITH LARGE OPACITIES COMPLICATED WITH
ATYPICAL MYCOBACTERIAL DISEASE

Sachie KINOSHITA, Hitoshi MAEDA, Kouji DOUMOTO,

Shinya INAMOTO, Seiichirou USUKI and Kazuo ONISHI
Kobe Rosai Hospital
Department of Internal Medicine

65-year-old male, who had worked for about 40 years as a welder since 1955, was found to be in the class 4 in
1993. Although progressive increases in granular and irregular shadows had been noted in the entire lung fields,
close evaluation was indicated as new nodular shadows appeared in the right upper lobe in March, 1997. Bron-
choscopy was performed, but no sign of malignancy was noted in transbronchial lung biopsy specimen, and cul-
tures of bronchial lavage fluid were negative. In June, 1999, a cavity appeared in a lumpy shadow of the left lung,
and the lumen widended gradually to a thin-walled cavity. In June, 2000, a cavity was noted also in a nodular shad-
ow of the right lung, and sputum PCR test performed in July demonstrated M. avium complex (MAC). The patient
was diagnosed retrospectively to have developed atypical mycobacteriosis during the course, and has since been
treated by a combination therapy of RFP, INH, and EB, but the condition is still progressing.
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