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RECONSTRUCTION OF MAXILLOFACIAL INJURIES WITH DENTAL IMPLANTS

Norihiko TAKADA
Department of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, Sannou Hospital

Maxillofacial injyuries will often involve destruction of soft tissue and bone loss. In cases of bone loss in the
maxilla and/or mandible, the bone grafting of the defect may be necessary to prior to implant surgery. Patients with
such a defect must face functional and aesthetic problems of the soft that is caused by the edentulous area without
bone grafting. To solve the problems, it is possible in many cases to use removal prosthesis without bone grafting.
Nowadays, dental implantation has brought about significant improvements in prosthetic restoration for edentu-
lous patients. Moreover, successful results could be assured in comfort, both functionally and aesthetically.

We applied dental implants to 11 patients who had lost teeth with bone defect because of facial injury. This re-
port revealed an investigation into the oral esthetic and functional restoration method. The average age of the pa-
tients stood at 26.1. The commonest cause was a traffic accidents.

As against the prosthetic treatment after reconstruction of maxillofacial trauma, the characteristics of using
dental implants follow:

(1) For most of the cases, bone and/or mucosal grafts were required before the insertion of implants.

(2) Dental implants could stand for occlusal force by themselves.

(3) It was unnecessary to prepare the adjacent teeth.

(4) Functional and aesthetic restoration is feasible for dental implants.

(5) The fee for this treatment is high.
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