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A CASE OF NECROTIZING FASCIITIS FOLLOWING LIPOSUCTION
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We report here a case of necrotizing fasciitis of the thigh following liposuction. The patient, a 33-year-old
woman, had undergone liposuction of the bilateral thigh and abdomen at a certain aesthetic clinic. Two weeks after
the operation, she visited our hospital with a referral from the clinic. The left thigh revealed edema with some blis-
ters and areas of ecchymosis. There was a 2-days history of fever and pain, redness and heat localized to the left
thigh. Intravenous antibiotics were immediately started and drainage by local incisions was performed. Because of
insufficient drainage, four rounds of surgical debridement with skin excision were required. The defect was closed
by split-thickness skin grafting. The grafted skin has taken well without contraction.

Necrotizing fasciitis associated with liposuction is very rare. Although the liposuction was a cosmetic opera-
tion, aggressive surgical debridement was necessary to save the patient. Adequate management for the necrotizing

fasciitis must be provided promptly.
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