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PRESENT STATUS OF BURN PATIENTS IN AKITA PREFECTURE

Hajime NAKAE

Department of Emergency and Critical Care Medicine, Akita University School of Medicine

The present status of burn injuries in Akita Prefecture has been statistically analyzed. There were 541 emer-
gency cases in the 6-year period from 1996 through 2001. The average total body surface area was 15.8 + 22.2%,
the average burn index 10.3 = 18.2, and the average prognostic burn index 53.8 + 34.1. Fire was the most frequent
cause of burn injury, and winter was the season with the highest incidence (40.7%) of cases.

Although hot bath scalds accounted for only 6.7% of the burns occurring in all groups, they were often exten-
sive and life-threatening. Complications due to inhalation injuries were noted in 81 patients. The mortality rate was
27.2% in the inhalation group and 4.8% in the non-inhalation group, and this difference was statistically significant.
The mean time from burn injury to hospital arrival was 33.8 + 21.56min. Expectations are that the increased use of
helicopter transport of burn patients will significantly decrease the transport time and further improve the ratio of
lives saved.
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