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Fig. 1 No. of cervical spinal cord injuries on every year
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Fig. 3 Cause of injury in every three years
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EVALUATION OF CAUSE OF THE CERVICAL SPINAL CORD INJURIES

Yasuhiko YAMADA, Shigeatsu ENDO, Kotarou SATO and Hideyuki MAKABE

Department of Critical Care Medicine, Iwate Medical University

During the period from January, 1985 to December, 1999, 311 patients with cervical spinal cord injuries had
been admitted to our center. This period was divided into 5 subperiods of 3 years each and the relationship be-
tween the etiologies and work-related injuries was investigated. (Results) There was a tendency for the incidence
of cervical spinal cord injuries to increase in the last 3 years. Although there are some changes, falling from a
height, following a traffic accident, is still dominat among the etiologies. There were no subperiod-specific changes
but the incidence of falling has increased in last 3 years. Among the etiologies for injuries throughout the 15-year
period, traffic accident were still the leading cause, followed by falling from a height; but work related injuries de-
creased from 15 to 20% to 8.7% in the last 3 years. (Discussion) Because there were no changes in the incidence of
cervical spinal cord injuries due to traffic accidents or falling from a height, the increse in the number of those due
to simple falls appers to explain the rising trend. In Iwate Prefecture, the incidence of work-related injuries has de-
creased. It appears that the statistics for cervical spinal cord injuries due to work-related accidents is affected by
reduction in the overall incidence of job-site accidents.
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