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STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF OPHTALMIC EMERGENCY IN SHOWA UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL,
COMPARISON BETWEEN THE YEAR OF 1998 AND 1992

Mitsutaka SODA, Hiroshi SATO, Yukiko YAMAMOTO (MOTOMIYA),

Makoto INATOMI and Ryouhei KOIDE
Department of Ophthalmology, School of Medicine, Showa University

Although the population of the Jonan district in the southern part of Tokyo is approximately 2.17 million”,
comprising about 18% of the total population of Tokyo, the district contains only a few hospitals that provide 24-
hour medical service by ophthalmologists. In this study, we compared the status of after-hour emergency patients
in the emergency department of Showa University Hospital in a region of Tokyo in 1998 and 1992”. A total number
of 1,450 patients, 765 (53%) males and 685 (47%) females, visited our emergency department in 1998 543 less
than the total of 1993 patients in 1992. According to age distribution, patients in their twenties comprised the
largest group in 1998 accounting for 21.2%, and they were also the largest age group in 1992. In 1998, according to
month, the largest numbers of patients came at the end of year, in December 155 (10.7%), and in May, 139 (9.6%)
when there are the most holidays. The numbers were largest in May and December in 1992 as well: 208 (10.4%)
and 190 (9.56%), respectively.

By hour of the day, the number of patients peaked between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. on weekdays, between 6 p.m.
and 8 p.m. on Saturdays, and between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Sundays and holidays. There were no significant dif-
ferences between the hourly statistics in 1992 and 1998.

According to residence, 1,302 patients (89%) lived in Tokyo in 1998 and those in shinagawa ward comprised
the largest group, 494 patients (34% ). The results were almost the same as in 1992, but the number of the patients
living in Kanagawa Prefecture decreased to 129 (9%) in 1998, compared with 319 (17%) in 1992.

According to disease categories, the largest group comprised 440 cases (30%) of ocular injury, followed by 160
cases (11%) of acute conjunctivitis. Bruises of the eye accounted for the largest numbeer of cases of ocular injury,
121 cases (28%). There were no significant differences from the statistics in 1992. The number of serious cases was
35 (4%), of which the ocular injury cases accounted for the highest percentage 57% (30).
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