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CLOTHING AND THE OPEN FLAME OF A GAS OVEN

Akira SUGAMATA", Takeshi SHIGEHARA”, and Hajime MATSUMURA”
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Flame injuries resulting from contact between clothing and the open flame of a gas oven have increased re-
cently. The injuries being very severe in some cases. A clinical study was conducted of 18 cases of burn injuries
cased by a gas oven and treated at Tokyo Medical University Burns Unit, between April 1992 and March 2001. The
patients, 8 males and 10 females, were aged 6 to 87 (59.9 + 22.6). The total % BSA were 1 to 44 (9.9 + 10.5). Six-
teen patients were recovered well but two patients were lost due to MOF'.

Gas oven burns fell into three distinct categories. Type 1. Burns of the upper extremities, the axilla and the
back, mainly on the same side as the sleeve set on fire. Type 2. Burns of the chest or back as the train of shirt set
on fire. Type 3. Burns of around the hip as the skirt and pants were set on fire by the oven. As all injuries are very
typical, it is possible to prevent these accidents by recognizing these patterns in advance.
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